“This trip was a
success due to
the dedication
of the multiple

organizations
and their
hard-working

volunteers.
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Beyond Borders

Mission to Yaruqui, Ecuador




Eric P. Wilkinson, M.D., a clinical fellow at the House Clinic,
along with Richard Wagner, M.D. of Global ENT Outreach
(hitp://geoutreach.org), traveled to Quito and Yarugui, Ecuador

in June 2007 on a humanitarian ear surgery mission. He received

support from the House Clinic and an American Academy of

Otolaryngology Humanitarian Travel Grant for the trip.

During the mission, the medical
team performed surgeries for patients
with otosclerosis and chronic otitis

media.  Sixty ear surgeries  were
performed over several days, including
stapedectomy and  tympanoplasly

procedures. Local otolaryngologists
with ear surgery experience participated
in the preoperative and postoperalive
clinical assessments and surgeries. The
surgical population consisted primarily
of indigent patients from throughout
Ecuador, including many from the
northern portion of the country and the
eastern Amazon region,

Clinical facilities for examining
patients were available at the Fundacion
Ofthalmologica del Valle, which also
provided operating room facilities. The
two operating rooms included one
for procedures using local anesthesia
and one for those requiring general
anesthesia.

Surgical decision-making on the
tnp was aided by local audiologists
donating their time o performing

aundiometry on the patients scen in the
chinic. Physical examination and tuning
fork testing were critical in deciding
which patients would benefit from
surgical intervention.

“With an estimated 5% of the
world’s population suffering from ear
disorders, the need for educating and
training ear, nose and throat (ENT)
physicians in developing countries is
critical,” says Richard Wagner, M.D.,
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Global ENT. *The House organization
have sent medical staff 1o join ou
mission for two years in a row, and the|
skill and knowledge have allowed us t
deliver care on a higher level than eve
before.”

Long-term  sustainability  of
program to treal chronic olitis medi
{car infection) in Ecuador is depender
on improving resident training in es
surgery in the region. In addition t
the recent mission trip. efforts ar
underway with the cooperation o
Global ENT Outreach, Christian Blin
Mission (CBM) and the University o
San Francisco, Quito to provide resider
training in ear surgery in the area,

{Cantinved on page 31

Kristin Seiderling, M.D.;
Richard Wagner. M.D.;
Eric Wilkinson, M.D.,

in front of ear clinic at
Fundacion Ofthalmologica
del Valle, Yarugui, Ecuador:
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“This trip was a success due to the
dedication of the multiple organizations
and their hard-working volunteers,” said
Eric Wilkinson, M.D. “I'm very grateful to
all of the involved organizations for their
heroic efforts and especially Global ENT
Outreach, the Academy, House Clinic and
House Ear Institute for the opportunity to
participate in this effort.”

Local foundations contributing to the
effort included the Fundacién Mahim Isaias
B.. the Fundacion Ofthalmologica del Valle,
and Christian Blind Mission (CBM). Global
ENT Outreach. led by Richard Wagner,
M.D.. provided surgical equipment for the
mission,

Corporate donors included Medtronic
Xomed (surgical drills and ear packing

D Wilkinson with tvmpanoplasiv parient

materials), OtoMed (ear surgery dressings
and packing materials), Ethicon (sutures),
St. Vincent Medical Center, Los Angeles
(surgical supplies), House Ear Institute
imicroscope viewing arms and surgical
instruments), Alcon Laboratories (ototopical
drops), and Daiichi-Sankyo (ototopical
drops). Sincere thanks go to these donors
tor their contributions to the mission. 4
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“With an estimated
5% of the world’s
population

suffering from ear
disorders, the need
for educating and
training ear, nose
and throat (ENT
physicians in
developing countries

is critical. ,,
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